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Operates a Niagara Falls Unit, Nightlight Emergency
Youth Shelter Unit and 4 Satellite Locations in the
Niagara Region, including, Teen Zone, Fort Erie
Programs, Chippawa and Niagara-on-the-Lake Drop
In Programs
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Inclusion & Opportunity:

We strive to offer children and youth from all economic, cultural and
social backgrounds access to the resources, supports and opportuni-
ties that will enable them to overcome barriers and achieve their
positive potential in life.

Respect & Belonging:

We provide a safe, supportive place, where every child is listened to,
respected and valued in an environment of inclusion and acceptance.
Our staff and volunteers model honesty, fair play, positive attitude,
cooperation and respect for self and others.

Empowerment:

We believe all young people can grow into responsible, contributing
and self-reliant members of society. Children and youth are at the
centre of everything we do. Through adventure, play and discovery,
we encourage and empower them to develop healthy lifestyles, a life-
long passion for learning, leadership and life skills, and a sense of
social responsibility.

Collaboration:

We work together with families and volunteers in each community, in
partnership with the public and private sector, to create healthy com-
munity solutions to providing children and youth with what they need
for optimal development.

Speaking Out:

We speak out on behalf of children, youth and their families to reduce
disadvantage, enhance their lives and enable their voices and ideas
to be heard.
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Our sole mandate is to serve children and youth — they
are our ONLY priority in programming and fund
allocation.

The ability to participate is guaranteed — NO child is
ever denied access.

93% of former members surveyed by Ipsos-Reid for
Boys and Girls Clubs of Canada credited a particular
staff member for developing, helping and supporting
them.

Programs are designed to create a continuum of
opportunities that build leadership and character in
every child throughout every stage of their life.
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For the past 46 years, the Boys and Girls Club of Niagara has provided safe, meaningful and affordable programs and ser-
vices to the youth of Niagara. Although the focus was in Niagara Falls for most of this period, the services have now been
expanded to other under serviced areas in the Niagara Region. Programs were offered in Welland, Niagara-on-the-Lake, St.
Catharines, Fort Erie and Niagara Falls. A large-scale project is proposed for the City of St. Catharines with the hope of
becoming operational later this year.

The year 2005 saw us continue our quest to build a much-needed new facility. In December 2005, the Club took possession
of 7 acres of land on McLeod Road, which was graciously donated by the Badger Family. We have embarked on a Capital
Campaign to build this new facility. Foundation Member, Mr. Jeff Wallis, heads the campaign. The Club is actively partner-
ing with the City of Niagara Falls to ensure a new facility comes to fruition. Many community partners have come forth to
express their desire to help build a new facility.

The Night Light Emergency Youth Shelter on Victoria Avenue has proved to be a much-needed facility in our community.
The facility is often overflowing and 175 youth were served in 2005. Thanks again to the Branscombe Family Foundation
and several other community partners for making this possible.

A program called the Teen Zone was opened at Niagara Square that has been utilized by many teenagers two nights per
week.

In October of 2005, the Club hosted a gala honouring past presidents of the Club. The gala was well attended by past presi-
dents, their families and dignitaries from the community.

As | reflect on the past two years as president of the Board of Directors, | realize that our task to help children was very re-
warding. Being a police officer in this community for over three decades | have seen how an organization such as the Boys
and Girls Club can make positive influences in the life of a child. Just knowing that if you give a child something good to do,
something good will come of the effort.

| would like to acknowledge Executive Director JoAnne Hett for her dedicated leadership and commitment to the Club. She
has assembled a staff that we are all very proud of.

Finally, | would like to thank all of our volunteers, my fellow board members and their families for ensuring this organization
continues to serve this community at the highest level possible.

Thank you for allowing me to serve our community.
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The Drop In Program was made available to children ages 6 to 12 years, three evenings per week and Saturdays. Computer
activities, gymnasium and pool sports, crafts, organized games and a games room were provided with a 15 to 1 child/staff
ratio. Visits to the Drop In Programs totaled 9,061 through out the school year with satellite programs in Niagara on the Lake
and Chippawa.

The Meal Program provided Supper Club for Drop In participants; three meals daily for Childcare participants; and nutritious
breakfasts and snacks for Before and After School participants. Staff and volunteers served an average of 929 meals and
shacks weekly through out the school year.

The Club provided Transportation Services through the utilization of three vans and two buses. It is important to note that a
major barrier is the ability of the children to travel to the programs. This makes the transportation services critical to making
the program accessible. Children received an average of 592 rides per week during the school year.

Teen Programs continued expansion through the opening of the Teen Zone in partnership with the Niagara Square. Since
opening in April the Teen Zone has 2192 visits. Opportunities were provided to 19 outstanding youth for volunteerism and
leadership through the Torch and Thunderbird Keystone Clubs.

Sports and Leisure Programs for children 0-24 are delivered with the assistance of community partners to offer a seamless
delivery approach. This program model opens opportunities for children to specialize in an area of their choice at a time of
their choosing. Adventure Programs provided over 637 opportunities in programs that included Gymnastics, Golf, Jazz, Bal-
let, Karate, House Leagues, Hip Hop Dance, and Rock Climbing Courses. There were 1,795 registrations in Swim Lessons ,
in Niagara Falls and Fort Erie designed by the Canadian Lifesaving Society. These lessons were provided by certified in-
structors and guards. Levels range from Beginner to Leadership Programs providing a seamless athletic program to develop
skills and proficiency in water safety and swimming. Over 134 of Niagara's youth benefited from attendance in the Aquatic
Leadership Programs . Programs included Bronze Star, Bronze Medallion and Bronze Cross, Emergency First Aid, Stan-
dard First Aid, National Lifeguard Service, and Instructor's Courses.

The Boys and Girls Club of Niagara offers “Kid's First Day Care ", licensed through the Province of Ontario. Programs in-
cluded pre-school and school age care from 7:00 am to as late as 10:30 pm. Meal programs provide nutritious snacks, break-
fasts, lunches, and dinners. In 2005, 36 pre-schoolers ages, 2.5 to 6 years received care in the Pre-School Care Licensed
Program. Staffed with qualified Early Childhood Educators, the children participated in daily activities such as fine and gross
motor play, learning circles, arts and crafts, reading groups, outdoor play, math and science. The program offered % day
programming and transportation to six city schools. 127 children aged 6 to 12 years attended the Before and After School
Care Licensed Program including a satellite at Christ Church. Transportation was provided mornings and afternoons from
19 schools to facilitate safe arrival. Children participated in daily activities including cooperative games, arts and crafts, com-
puters labs, literacy programs and swimming. 26 children attended the Evening Care Licensed Program that accommo-
dates children requiring care until as late as 10:00 a.m. Children participate in all childcare activities. The staff strive to main-
tain regular home routines by providing the children with homework time, outings, and their own bed.

Holiday Programs took place during Christmas, March Break, and Summer Camp and provided children and youth with
1,606 camp Break weeks.

The Boys and Girls Club of Niagara developed the Nightlight Emergency Youth Shelter Project on Victoria Avenue in

Niagara Falls. In 2005 there were 1818 bed days, serving 175 youth.

In partnership with the Niagara Catholic District School Board, the Boys and Girls Club of Niagara operated a satellite site for
the Ontario Early Years Programs . The families accessed opportunities for 313 children 0-6 years of age including age
specific activities, concurrent parent leadership/education workshops, and a wealth of resources available for sign out
including books, videos, and toys. In 2005, we were able to provide our facility for the community 894 hours.
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R.G. Christopher
R.G. Christopher

R.S. Griffin
D.C. Elsley
F.C. Cullimore

B.L. Walker

J.P. Matthews, Q.C.

A.A. MacBain
A.H. Neal

D.E. Nash

Rev. H.B. Stokreef
G.E. Martin

K.H. Lindsay

J.G. Hallworth

C.W. Wasbinder

Archdeacon N. Standish

Emma Bearss
W.M. G. Overs
Vin Johns

Paisley Janvary

Donald G. Robertson

Brian Merrett
George Bailey
George Bailey
Glenn Gandy
Nicholas Minov
Glenn Gandy
Glenn Gandy
Paul Heath
Don Graham
Bob Gale Jr.
John Sirianni

Patricia Weston

23

& &

The year 2005 represents the 45" Anniversary of the Club’s Operation. A great deal of excite-
ment was generated from this moment in time in the history of Niagara’s child and youth ser-
vices. We will celebrate a rich history of serving children and youth and make extraordinary
strides towards expanding this much-needed service through out Niagara. Key areas of effort will
be the development of a New Child and Youth Center , continued expansion Bridging the

Gaps in services. We engaged former members, Board and staff through out the year to remi-
nisce about special moments and occasions over the forty-five year history, exchange stories
about meaningful memories and friendships that changed their lives and shared the excitement
of new beginnings, serving the children and youth of Niagara for the 50 years to come. If you
would like to join the Boys and Girls Club of Niagara Alumni
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Executive Committee

President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Past President

Director at Large

Directors

Michael Colaneri
John Drake
Scott Johnstone
Joyce McKellar
Bill Roach

Dan Nywening
Sharon Salci
Richard Slater
Elaine Wallis

Larry Warden

Sandy Hetherington

Bev Hodgson
Mark Cahill
Kathy Hume
Bill Walters

Diane McLean

please contact the Club at 905-
357-2444 or fill out the registration form online at www.boysandgirlsclubniagara.org

Over 98 Adult Volunteers

+

committed over

2,900 hours to programs and fundraising
events. Fundraising volunteers assisted with

many

Sales.

endeavours
Tournament,

including

Golf
Bonspiel and Christmas Tree

Through initiatives from the Secondary School

Shannon Gibson

Kyle Marr

Carolynn loannoni (City of Niagara Falls Liaison)

Systems, 38 youth from the high schools
approached the Club to dedicate 1,340 hours
of volunteer service to programs and services.
These young volunteers greatly enhanced
programs and services with their enthusiasm
and their youth.

Jim Rocca
Don Graham )
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